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THE PATENT OFFICE OF THE PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 



Address: 6 Xi Tu Cheng Lu, Haidian, Beijing 



Post Code: 100088 



Applicant: 


OKI ELECTRIC INDUSTRY CO.,LTD. 


Date of Notification: 

Dalc:JiZ MonthMW Year 2007 


Attorney: 


LI DESHAN 


Application No.: 


200580004532.1 


Title of the Invention: 


ADDITIONAL INFORMATION PROCESSING DEVICE, 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION PROCESSING SYSTEM, AND 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION PROCESSING METHOD 



Notification of the First Office Action 
(PCT Application in the National Phase) 



1. ElThc applicant requested examination as to substance and examination has been carried out on the 

above-identified patent application for invention under Article 35(1) of the Patent Law of the People's 
Republic of China (hereinafter referred to as "the Patent Law*'). 
□ The Chinese Patent Office has decided to examine the application on its own initiative under Article 
35(2) of the Patent Law, 



2. S The applicant claimed priority/priorities based on the application^): 
filed in JP on Feb, 10, 2004 , filed in 

^ — ■■ ■ i ■ >^n8aH»w— " ■ nu i i i n 

filed in 



on 



, filed in 



on 
on 



3; □ The following amendments submitted by the applicant are not acceptable under Art 33 of the Patent 
Law: 

□ The Chinese translation of the amendments annexed to the IPEA Report 

□ The Chinese translation of the amendments made under Art. 19 .of PCT. 

□ The amendments made under Art 28 or Art. 41 of PCT. 

□ The amendments made under Rule 51 of the Implementing Regulations of the Patent Law. 
Specific reasons why the amendments arc not acceptable are set forth in the text portion of this Notification. 

4. ^Examination was directed to the Chinese translation of the International Application as originally filed. 

□ Examination was directed to the application documents as specified below; 

□ Description^ Pages of the Chinese translation of the International Application as originally filed. 

□ Pages of the Chinese translation of the amendments annexed to the IPEARcport 

□ Pages of the amendments made under Art 28 or Art 41 of PCT, 

□ Pages of the amendments made under Rule 51 of the Implementing Regulations of 



□Claims 



the Patent Law, 

□ The Chinese translation of claims 
• filed. 

□ The Chinese translation of claims 

□ The Chinese translation of claims 

□ The Chinese translation of claims 
of PCT. 

□ The amendments of the claims 



pf the International Application as originally 

.of the amendments made under Art 19 of PCT. 
.of the amendments annexed to the IPEA Report, 
.of the amendments made under Art 28 or Art 41 



jnadc under Rule 51 of the Implementing 



Regulations of the Patent Law. 
• -.QDrawings n : .Pflpea- - . of the Chinese translation of the International Application as originally filed. 

□ PagC9 of the Chinese translation of (he amendments annexed to the IPEA Report: 

□ Pages of the amendments made under Art. 28 or Art. 41 of PCT. 

□ Pages of the amendments made under Rule 51 of the Implementing Regulations of 

the Patent Law. 

5;S Below is/arc the rcfcrcnce(s) cited in this Office Action (the reference numbcr(s) will be used throughout 
the examination procedure): 
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No. 


Numbers) orTitle(s) of Reference^) 


Date of Publication 
(or the filing dute of conflicting application) 


! 


JP2001218030A 


Date: 1£ Month; fiSYcan 2001 


2 


EP0984615A2 


Date: fig Month: fi&Ycan 2000 


3 


JP6022119A 


Date: 2& Month: &Yean 1994 


4 




Date: Month: „Ycar. 


5 




Date: Month; „Year: 



6. Conclusions of the Action: 
□ On the Specification: 

□ The subject matter contained in the application is not patentable under Article 5 of the Patent Law, 

□ The description does not comply with Article 26 paragraph 3 of the Patent Law. 

□ The draft of the description does not comply with Rule 18 of the Implementing Regulations. 
EJ On the Claims: 

□ Claim(s) is/are not patentable under Article 25 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with the definition of inventions prescribed by Rule 2 paragraph 1 
of the Implementing Regulations. 

B Claim(s) 1-3. 16 docs/do not possess the novelty as required by Article 22 paragraph 2 of the Patent 
Law. 

a Cluim(s) 6. 8-14 docs/do not possess the inventiveness as required by Article 22 paragraph 3 of the 
Patent Law. . 

□ Claim(s) does/do not possess the practical applicability as required by Article 22 paragraph 4 of 

the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with Article 26 paragraph 4 of the Patent Law. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with Article 3 1 paragraph 1 of the Patent Law. 

H Claim(s) 5-9- 13 does/do not comply with the provisions of Rule 23 of the Implementing Regulations. 

□ Claim(s) does/do not comply with Article 9 of the Patent Law. 

□ Ciaim(s) does/do not comply with the provisions of Rule 12 paragraph 1 of the Implementing 

Regulations. 

the explanations to the above conclusions are set forth in the text portion of this Notification. 

7. Tn view of the conclusions set forth above, the Examiner is of the opinion that: 

□ The applicant should make amendments as directed in the text portion of the Notification. 

EJ The applicant should expound in the response reasons why the application is patentable and make 
amendments to the application where there are deficiencies as pointed out in the text portion of the 
Notification, otherwise, the application will not be allowed.. 

□ The application contains no allowable invention, and therefore, if the applicant fails to submit sufficient 

reasons to prove that the application does have merits, it will be rejected. 

□ 

8. The folio wings should be taken into consideration by the applicant in making the response: 

(1) Under Article 37 of the Patent Law, the applicant should respond to the office action within 4 months 
counting from the date of receipt of the Notification. If, without any justified reason, the time limit is not 
met, the application shall be deemed to have been withdrawn. 

(2) Any amendments to the application should be in conformity with the provisions of Article 33 of the 
Patent Law. Substitution pages should be in duplicate and the format of the substitution should be in 
conformity with the relevant provision contained in "The Examination Guidelines". 

(3) The response to the Notification and/or revision of the application should be mailed to or handed over, 
to the '"Reception Division" of the Patent Office, and documents not mailed or handed over to the 
Reception Divisions have no legal effect 

(4) Without an appointment the applicant and/or his agent shall not interview with the Examiner in the 
Patent Office, 

9. This Notification contains a text portion of 4 pages and the following attachments: 
El 2 cited reference^), totaling 1Z pages. □ 

Examination Dept. Examiner: SONGZuozhi Seal of the Examination Department 



2 



:CCPIT ELEC2 



FAX NO. : 361166415673 



Oct. 22 2007 09:14 P 5 



Text Portion of the First Office Action , Y/R: 03IW0254CN0 1 
CN Application No.: 2005800045321 ' ^ Q/R; IIE063I21 



Text Portion of the First Office Action 



The present application relates to an apparatus, system and method for generating 
digital watermark information and embedding the generated digital watermark information 
into a medium. After examination, the examiner now presents the following comments: 

Dependent claims 5-9 and 13 themselves are multiple dependent claims, respectively. 
However, these claims respectively refer to the preceding multiple dependent claims and 
thus do not comply with the provisions of Rule 23.2. The applicant shall amend the 
reference relations of these claims. This office action is made on the basis of the claims to 
which the respective claims refer in the current claims. 

1. The technical solution claimed by claim 1 does not possess novelty as required by 
Art. 22.2 of the CPL. Reference 1 (JP2001218030A) discloses an image processing system 
using a digital watermark (equivalent to the additional information), and specifically reveals 
the following technical features: means for acquiring input image data in which a digital 
watermark is embedded; means for extracting the digital watermark from the image; 
generating a new digital watermark by modifying the digital watermark when digital 
watermark information complies with a predetermined condition, and generating a printed 
(corresponding to copied) image by embedding the new digital watermark into the input 

. image data or image data obtained by removing the digital watermark from the input image 
data (see paragraphs 8-15 and 53-62 of the description and Figs. 1-4, of reference 1). It 
can be seen that, Reference 1 has disclosed all the technical features of claim 1. 
Furthermore, the technical solution disclosed in Reference 1 and that claimed by claim 1 
pertain to the same technical field, solve the same technical problem, adopt the same 
technical solution and can produce the same technical effect. Therefore, the technical 
solution as claimed by claim 1 does not possess novelty. 

2. Dependent claim 2 does not possess novelty as required by Art. 22.2 of the CPL 
and its additional technical features have been disclosed by Reference 1 (JP2001218030A): 
the digital watermark contains maximum allowable number-of-print-times information for 
controlling the maximum allowable number of times the input image data is printed, and 
when the maximum allowable number-of-print-times information contains a variable value 
representing permission to print the input image data, the new digital watermark is 
generated by modifying the variable value and the printed image data are generated (see 
paragraphs 53-62 of the description and Figs. 3-4, of reference 1). Therefore, when claim 1 
referred does not possess novelty, claim 2 does not possess novelty, either. 

3. Dependent claim 3 does not possess novelty as required by Art. 22.2 of the CPL 
and its additional technical features have been disclosed by Reference 1 (JP2001218030A): 
when the variable value is within a predetermined range, the maximum allowable 
number-of-print-times information contains the variable value representing permission to 
print the input image data (see paragraphs 53-62 of the description and Figs. 3-4 of 

i. 
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CN Application No.: 200580004 532 1 ' q/r : IIE063 12 1 

reference 1). Therefore, when claim 2 referred does not possess novelty, claim 3 does not 
possess novelty, either. 

4. Dependent claim 6 does not possess inventiveness as required by Art. 22.3 of the 
CPL and its additional technical features have been disclosed by Reference 2 
(EP0984615A2): when a seal mark (equivalent to the additional information) contains a 
characteristic (equivalent to the flag value) representing' original data, changing the 
characteristic to a characteristic not representing the original data, generating a new seal 
mark, and generating copied image data (see paragraphs 72-81 of the description and Figs. 
11-12 of reference 2). Furthermore, the above features have the same function in 
Reference 2 as in the present invention,' both for changing the flag value representing 
image data of an original file to a flag value not representing image data of an original file 
and generating copied image data. Thus, it is obvious for those skilled in the art to obtain 
the technical solution claimed by claim 6 on the basis of Reference 1 in combination with 
Reference 2. Therefore, when claims 1-3 referred to do not possess novelty, claim 6 does 
not possess inventiveness. 

* ■ 

5. Dependent claim 8 does not possess inventiveness as required by Art. 22.3 of the 
CPL Claim 8 differs from Reference 1 and Reference 2 in the following technical features: 
generating the new additional information by adding personal identification information of a 
user to the additional information. However, these distinguishing features have been 
disclosed by Reference 3 (JP6022119A): generating new additional information by adding 
personal identification information of a user to additional information (see Table 4, in page 
13 of the description of reference 3). Furthermore, these distinguishing features have the 
same function in Reference 3 as in the present invention, both for generating the new 
additional information by adding personal identification information of a user to the 
additional information. Thus, when claim 8 refers to claims 1-3, it is obvious for those skilled 
in the art to obtain the technical solution claimed by claim 8 on the basis of Reference 1 in 
combination with Reference 3, and when claims 1-3 do not possess novelty, claim 8 does 
not possess inventiveness; when claim 8 refers to claim 6, it is obvious for those skilled in 
the art to obtain the technical solution claimed by claim 8 on the basis of Reference 1 and 
Reference 2 in combination with Reference 3, and when claim 6 does not possess 
inventiveness, claim 8 does not possess inventiveness. 

6. Dependent claim 9 does not possess inventiveness as required by Art. 22,3 of the 
CPL. Claim 9 differs from Reference 1 and Reference 2 in the following technical features: 
generating the new additional information by adding identification information of a system to 
the additional information. However, these distinguishing features have been disclosed by 
Reference 3 (JP6022119A): generating new additional information by adding identification 
information of a device to additional information (see Table 4, in page 13 of the description 
of reference 3). Furthermore, these distinguishing features have the same function in 
Reference 3 as in the present invention, both for generating the new additional information 
by adding identification information of a system to the additional information. Therefore, 
when claims 1-3 referred to do not possess novelty and claims 6 and 8 referred to do not 
possess inventiveness, claim 9 does not possess inventiveness. 
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7. The technical solution claimed by claim 10 does not possess inventiveness as 
required by Art. 22,3 of the CPL, Said claim comprises an additional information processing 
apparatus according to any one of claims 1 to 9 T a scanner and a printer. On the basis of • 
the comments on the preceding claims (refer to the reasons for the comments on claims 

• 1-3, 6 and 8-9), the examiner continues to make comments on claim 10. Reference 1 
discloses comprising a printer for printing image data (see paragraph 13 of the description 

• of reference 1); meanwhile, Reference 3 discloses comprising a scanner for obtaining 
image data to be input by scanning a printed medium in which the additional information is 
embedded (see paragraph 75 of the description and Fig. 15), Furthermore, the printer and 
the scanner respectively have the same functions in Reference 1 and Reference 3 as those 
in the present invention. Thus, it is obvious for those skilled in the art to obtain the technical 
solution claimed by claim 10 on the basis of Reference 1 in combination with Reference 2 
and Reference 3. Therefore, the technical solution as claimed by claim 10 does not 
possess prominent substantive features or a notable progress and thus does not possess 
inventiveness. 

8. Dependent claim 11 does not possess inventiveness as required by Art. 22.3 of the 
CPL and its additional technical features have been disclosed by Reference 1: comprising a 
bidirectional communication interface, which thus implicitly discloses comprising a data 
receiving unit which receives an image transmitted through a communication line and 
provides the received image to the means for acquiring the input image data in which the 
digital watermark is embedded (see paragraph 13 of the description and Fig. 1 of reference 
1). Therefore, when claim 10 referred to does not possess inventiveness, claim 11 does not 
possess inventiveness, either. 

9. Dependent claim 12 does not possess inventiveness as required by Art. 22.3 of the 
CPL and its additional technical features have been disclosed by Reference 1 : comprising a 
bidirectional communication interface, which thus implicitly discloses comprising a data 
sending unit which sends the image data to the communication line (see paragraph 13 of 
the description and Fig, 1 of reference 1). Therefore, when claims 10 and 11 referred to do 
not possess inventiveness, claim 12 does not possess inventiveness, either. 

10. Dependent claim .13 does not possess inventiveness as required by Art. 22.3 of 
the CPL and its additional technical features have been disclosed by Reference 1: 
comprising a display unit 3 which displays digital watermark information (see paragraph 56 
of the description of reference 1). Therefore, when claims 10-12 referred to do not possess 
inventiveness, claim 13 does not possess inventiveness, either. 

11. The technical solution claimed by claim 14 does not possess inventiveness as 
required by Art. 22.3 of the CPL. Said claim, on the basis of the additional information 
processing apparatus according to claim 8, further comprises an information reading unit. 
On the basis of the comments on claim 8 (refer to the reasons for the comments on claim 8), 
the examiner continues to make comments on claim 14. Reference 3 discloses comprising 
a code information reading unit (equivalent to the information reading unit) which reads 

3 
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code (equivalent to the personal identification information) from a book (equivalent to the 
reco ding medium) and transmits the read code to an additional information management 
unrt (see paragraph 75 of the description o reference 3). Furthermore, the functi^ oHhe 

unfi r n r ? adin9 + Unit ' n ReferenCe 3 iS the Same that of the information read ng 
unit n the present invention, both for reading information recorded on the medium and 

" 9 TJ 09 T ^ additi ° nal informati ° n processin 9 a <* aratus ' ^" nuSi it is obvious forVo e 
sk, led m the art to obtain the technical solution claimed by claim 14 on the basi of 

. Reference 1 ,n combination with Reference 2 and Reference 3. Therefore, the technical 
sohiton as claimed by claim 14 does not possess prominent substantive features or J 
notable progress and thus does not possess inventiveness. 

bv A^JTTtTrol S T°" ° laimed by C ' aim 16 does not P° ssess nove 'ty as required 
by Art 22 .2 of the CPL Cla.m 16 is a method claim which one-to-one corresponds to the 

product claim 1. Refer to the comments in Item 1 for the reasons. It can be seen that 

Reference 1 has disclosed all the technical features of claim 16. Furthermore the 

technical solution disclosed in Reference 1 and that claimed by claim 16 pertain to the 

same technical field, solve the same technical problem, adopt the same technical so.ut on 

clat 16 E?£ * S3me teCh ? iCa ' effeCt Theref ° re ' the technical solution ^ claimed by 
claim 16 does not possess novelty. y 

n.J^u T^l Sh ° Uld fi ' e 3 re$p0nse Withln the s P ecified time nmit and expound in 

amend ll?Jl h thiS n ° tifiCatbn 0ne ^ one ' The applicant should a.so 
amend he application documents in accordance with the comments in this notification and 
especially amend dependent claims and their dependencies in accordance with the 
reference documents cited, in this notification. The applicant should state in the 
observations the reasons why the newly-amended claims possess novelty and 
inventiveness with respect to the reference documents cited in this notification and the prior 
art before the filing date mentioned in the original description. In addition, the description 
should be accordingly amended in accordance with the amended claims. Pursuant to 
Article 33 of the CPL, the amendments to the application documents shall not go beyond 
the scope of disclosure contained in the initial description and claims. 



